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A New Species of the Genus Paramesotriton (Amphibia: Caudata) from
Guangxi and a Comparison with P. guangxiensis

Yetang Weni

^Department of Biology, Guangxi Medical College, Manning, Guangxi, China

Abstract. -A new species of Paramesotriton is described from Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region.

This species is characterized by tips of the fore limbs which exceed the anterior margin of the eyes to a

greater extent and granular warts that are much more dense than observed in P. guangxiensis.
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Fig. 1. Holotype of Paramesotriton fuzhongensis, GMC81-021 from Gupo Hill, Wanggao (24° 35'N

111° 25'E), Guangxi Autonomous Region, China.

Paramesotriton fuzhongensis
sp. nov.

Holotype: GMC81-021 (Fig. 1), an

adult male from Gupo Hill, Wanggao
(24°35'N 111°25'E), Zhongshan Xian
(county), Guangxi Autonomous Region,

China, altitude 400 m. The specimen was
collected on August 12, 1981 by Chaoliang

Lai and is deposited in Guangxi Medical
College collection (GMC).

Allotype: GMC81-022 an adult male
was collected with the holotype.

Paratype: Two males GMC86-006 &
86-009 and three females GMC86-004,

86-005, & 86-007 were sent by Fuchwan
County Science and Technology
Committee. The specimens were collected

from Xilin Hill, Fuchwan Xian (county)

[24°50'N 111°16'E], Guangxi
Autonomous Region, China, altitude

500m. The exact date and collector are

unknown.

Diagnosis: This new species closely

resembles Paramesotriton guangxiensis
Huang, Tang and Tang, but differs from
the latter in the following ways: 1) When
the fore limbs are drawn forward, their tips

exceed the anterior margin of the eyes to a

greater extent. 2) When the fore and hind

limbs are drawn simultaneously along the

flank toward the middle, the palm and
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Table. 1. MeasurementsoftheHolotype, Allotype, and Paratypes of /"flraffi^softiVon^/w/i^eniis. The

mean given is only for the Paratypes
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FIG. 3. X-Ray of Paramesotritonfuzhongensis (above) and Paramesotriton guangxiensis (below).

Fig. 4. S\:\\\h o{ Paramesotriton fuzhongensis (left) with slender fronto-squamosal arch, and

Paramesotriton guangxiensis (right).

lower (tail length/SVL = 91.7 %, tail

height/SVL = 14.0 %), and is shorter and
higher in P. guangxiensis (tail length/SVL
= 82.5 %, tail height/svl = 19.3 %). The
axilla to groin ratio is longer in the new

species (axilla to groin/SVL = 44.9 %) than

in P. guangxiensis (axilla to groin/SVL =

41.0 %). The data for P. guangxiensis are

according to Huang, Tang and Tang
(1983).
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Fig. 5. Skulls of Paramesotriton fuzhongensis (left) with maxillary separated from the pterygoid, and

Paramesotriton guangxiensis (right).

The fronto-squamosal arch of the new
species is slender and the outer edge is

ahnost a straight line. It is larger and stout,

with the outer edge nearly a right angle, in

P. guangxiensis (Figs. 3 & 4). The
maxillary of the new species is separated

from the pterygoid by a large interval,

while it almost touches the anterior tip of

the pterygoid in P. guangxiensis (Fig. 5).

The notch of nares intemus on the vomer in

the new species is shallow and vertical. It is

Fig. 6. Hyoid aparatus of Paramesotriton

fuzhongensis (left), and Paramesotriton
guangxiensis (right). Arrows show ceratohyal.

deeper and transverse in P. guangxiensis
(Fig. 5). The trunk vertebrae of the new
species are slender and the ribs direct more
backward; the trunk vertebra are stout and
the ribs direct more laterally in P

.

guangxiensis (Fig. 3). The seventeenth

vertebra (third caudal vertebra) begins to

have a hemal canal in the new species,

instead of the sixteenth vertebra (second

caudal vertebra) in P. guangxiensis. The
hyoid apparatus in the two species differs

in appearance, the ceratohyal being

apparently shorter in the new species (Fig.

6).
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